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PREFACE 


Dr. V. V. L. NARASIMHA RAO. 

Director, 

A. P, Govt Oriental Manuscripts 
Library & Research Institute, 
Hyderabad. 


I. Establishment of the Andhra Pradesh Government 

Oriental Manuscripts Library and Research Institute 

Before I furnish a detailed note on the drafting of the descriptive 
catalogues of the Telugu Manuscripts preserved in the department of 
A P.G.O.M.L. & R.I, I deem it necessary to give a brief account of 
the very establishment of this department. 

The department has been functioning as an independent Direc- 
torate under the administrative control of the Education Department 
of Andhra Pradesh Government since 1st January, 1975 with a view 
to preserving and developing our ancient culture as envisaged through 
the invaluable treasure of our old manuscripts. Before the depart- 
ment was declared an independent directorate, the Oriental Ms, 
Library was established in the A.P. State Archives in the year 1967 
with a view to salvaging several invaluable and rare manuscripts from 
the length and breadth of the State so as to make them available to 
the scholars. Later the O.MX, was shifted to State Central Library 
building and declared open as a separate branch of the Andhra 
Pradesh State Archives on 25th July 1971. Simultaneously it was 
raised to the status of a Reaserch Institute and thereafter it has 
come to be called, by its full name-the Andhra Pradesh Government 
Oriental Manuscripts Library and Research Institute. 

II. The main functions of the department 

The following are the main functions of the department* 

lm To collect and preserve the manuscripts for the benefit of the 
scholars and public as well. 
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2. To edit and publish the rare unpublished manuscripts through a 
phased programme of publications. 

3. To promote research studies by awarding full time and part time 
sholarships to the research scholars doing Ph.D. under the 
guidance of the Director of the department. 

The rich collection of manuscripts of the departmental library 
serves as source material for the regular research studies. 

III. Particulars of Manuscripts available In the department 

As on today, the total number of manuscripts available here is 
23,161 in as many as 14 languages. In addition to them there are 716 
microfilm copies and a few damaged manuscripts. 


SI. No. 

Language 

Palmleaf 

Paper 

Total 



Mss. 

Mss. 


1. 

Telugu 

1113 

438 

1551 

2. 

Sanskrit 

2809 

,»4.a 

4230 

3. 

Tamil 

163 

2 

165 

4. 

Kannada 

19 

42 

61 

5. 

Hindi 





(in Nagari script) 

— 

13 

13 


(in Urdu script) 

— 

67 

67 

6. 

Marathi 


84 

84 

7. 

English 


40 

40 

8. 

Arabic 


6337 

6337 

9. 

Persian 


8915 

8915 

10. 

Urdu 


1674 

1674 

11. 

Turkish 


14 

14 

12. 

Punjabi 





(in Urdu script) 


4 

4 

13. 

Sindhi 


3 

3 

14. 

Pisti 


3 

3 


Total 

4104 

19057 

23161 
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IV. Brief History of the collection of manuscripts 

It may not be out of place to record here a brief history of the 
manuscripts and how they were brought into the department of the 
A.P.G.O.M.L. & R.I. It was not one day’s collection, nor was it 
one man’s collection. It was the collective effort of a number of 
scholars, institutions and organisations whose magnanimous and 
philanthropic contribution formed the present day magnificient 
collection of OML & RI Manuscripts. The following list may give 
some details of the donations etc. made to this department. 


SI. Year in which Particulars of those Total No. 

No. the manuscripts from whom the Mss. of Mss. 

were received were received. received. 


1. 

1969 

Sri P. Janardana Reddi 

Siddipet 

2. 

1969 

Sri Nandagiri Raju 

Ibrihxmpatnam 

3. 

1969 

Sri Gangaram Joshi 

Roorugupalli 

4. 

1969 

Sri M.V. Narasimha Rao 

Ibrahimpatnam 

5. 

1969 

Sri T. V. Rajan 

•» 

6. 

1969 

Sr i G. Ramachandra Rao 


7. 

1969 

Sri M. V. Subba Rao 

Guntur 

8. 

1969 

Sri Dr. K. Narahari 

Hyderabad 


53 

1 

1 

1 

38 

34 

1 

1 


9. 1970 

10. 1970 

11. 1970 

12. 1970 

13. 1970 

14. 1970 


‘ V ang may amahadbyaksha’ 
Dr. Vadlamudi Gopala- 
krishnaiah, ‘Kala- 
prapoorna’ through 
A.P. Sahitya Akademi 

Rajaraja Narendra 
Andhra Bhashanilayam 

Local Library 

Regional Library 

Saraswatajyoti 

Mitramandali 

Sri Ch. Balakrisbnaiah 


197 


Warangal 192 

Mahaboobnagar 66 
Guntur 9 

Karimnagar 1 54 

Nellore 2 
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15. 

1970 

Dr, Di vakarj a V e nka ta vadhani 




Kala-prapoorna 

Hyderabad 

13 

16. 

1970 

Dr. M.L* Narasimhachari 

Nuzivid 

42 

17. 

1971 

Andhra Saraswata Parishat 

Hyderabad 

300 

18. 

1971 

Varaha Lakshmi Narasimha 





Devaiayam 

Simhachaiam 

46 

19. 

3 971 

Lakshmauarayap^insodhaka 





Mandali 

Hyderabad 

304 

20. 

1971 

Sri P.V.GL Raju 

Vijayanagaram 

155 

21. 

1972 

Sri Mudigonda Kotaiah 

Eemani 




Sastri 

(Guntur Dt.) 

8 

22, 

1972 

Sri S.S.Ro Pishwa 

Urugam (Mysore) 

39 

23. 

1972 

Sri TekumaJJa Ramachandra 

39 



Rao 



24. 

1973 

Sri Lakshmi Narayana 

Secunderabad 

7 

25. 

1973 

Guvt. Maharaja Sanskrit 

Vijiyanagaram 

266 



College 



26. 

1975 

Sri Bhramaramba Mallikarjuna 




Granthalayam 

Vijayawada 

3 

27. 

1975 

Sri Venkiteswara Oriental 





College 

Tirupati 

10 

28. 

1975 

Sri V.V.S. Sastri 


6 

29. 

1976 

Sri V. Palavelli 

Vesadam 

31 

30. 

1976 

Sri A. Lakshminarayana 





charyulu 

Srikakulam 

9 

31. 

1976 

Sri E.V. Ramireddi 

Hyderabad 

IS 

32. 

1979 

Sri R. Seshacharyulu 

Chevendra 

3 

33. 

1981 

Sri Raja Reddi 

Hyderabad 

4 

34. 

1982 

Dr. Konduru Veera Raghava 




charyulu, Kalaprapoorna 

Tenali 

1 

SI. 

Year 

Institutions from which 


No. of 

No. 


Manuscripts were trans 


Scripts. 



ferred uuder orders of 





A.P. Government. 



35. 

1975 

i) State Central Library 

Hyderabad 

17124 

36. 

1977 

ii) Sri Venkateswara Oriental 




Research Institute 

Tirupati 

332 
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37. 

1979 

Hi) 

Zilla Granthalaya 






Samstha 

Adilabad 

77 

38. 

1980 

iv) 

Zilla Granthalaya 






Samstha 

Medak 

14 


39. uptodate Manuscripts purchased through 

Manuscripts Purchasing Committee 

constituted by Government of 

Andhra Pradesh 359- 

Grand total : 23161 

V Short note on the Manuscripts received 
from the State Central Library 

As evident from the above list, the major portion of the manu- 
scripts m persian, Arabic and Urdu (the total being 17124) now 
available in the department was received from the State Central 
Library, Hyderabad, which was formerly known as the Asafia 
Library, during the Asif Jahi Rule. The Asafia Library was founded 
jointly by (1) Moulvi Syed Hussain Belgrami, Nawab Imad ul Mulk 
and (2) Moula Abdull Quayyam in 1891 A.D. The Library was 
declared open to the public at a later date when the Asafia Govern- 
ment senctioned grant in aid. From time to time many private 
Libraries belonging to the distinguished persons of Hyderabad were 
merged with this Library either by donation or by purchase. The 
libraries of Nawab Iraad-ul Mulk and Nawab Azam Yar Jung were 
donated by their generous owners while the libraries of Hakeem Syed 
Mobib Hussain and Hakeem Syed Qasim Bizapurl were purchased. 


“The fundamental aim of this library was to provide facilities 
to scholars, supply rare and useful material to Research Workers and 
to benefit the public in general- With this aim in view rare manuscripts 
in classical and modern languages were acquired through donation 
and purchase, thereby putting a stop to the outflow of literary 
treasures of the State, some of wnich were being sold away for a 
song by their owners,” 



As Mr. Nasiruddin Hashmi Puts it, * this was in fact, a very 
dangerous situation which required to be controlled by the regular 
authorities of the library. After the integration of Hyderabad into the 
Union of India, subsequent to the formation of Andhra Pradesh, the 
authorities of State Central Library took all possible care for protec- 
tionof the scripts. The measures for protection werefurther intensiiicd, 
when a considerably good number of manuscripts were transferred 
to OML & RI under orders of Government during the year 1975. 

Since the Government of Andhra Pradesh have provided 
further facilities for research and developed the research wing with 
modern equipment of machinary and furniture etc. under the five 
year plan schemes, the department of Oriental Manuscripts Library <& 
Research Institute is now able to publish rare Mss. in Urdu, Arabic 
and Persian Languages also, duly editeaby scholars and professors 
of repute. 

The project of publishing the latest descriptive catalogue for the 
Mss. in these languages is also taken up and the department is now 
at it. 

For the manuscripts in the following languages, separate deserip- 
tive eatologues are proposed to be drafted. 

1. Telugu 4. Persian 

2. Sanskrit 5. Arabic 

3. Urdu 6. Remaining languages. 

VI The Desciptive catalogue for the Telugu Manuscripts 

In Telugu, we have a total number of 1551 manuscripts which 
are classified into several subjects. They are proposed to be published 
in six Volumes as detailed 


* A descriptive catalogue of State Central Library, Urdu Manu- 
scripts Vol. I, see para 3 of the first page of introduction written by 
the compiler Mr. Nasiruddin Hashmi (1961) 
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Vol No. Subjects 

Vols. No, I II, & III 

1. Kavyas 

2. Puranas 

3. Works on Vedanta and religion 
Vol. No. IV 

4. Stolras 

5. Andhre Rgveda Samhita 

6. Yakshaganas 

Vol. No V 

7. Songs and Kirtanas 

8. Udaharana Kavyas 

9. Sa takas 

10. Dandakas 
Vol. No VI 

11. Work:, on Chandas 
1?. Works on Vyakarana 

13. Works on Nighantu 

14. Works in Prose 

15. Vrata Kathas 

16. Neeti Kathas 

17. Works on Jyotisha 

18. Lakshana Granthas 

19. Mantra Sastra 

20. Vaidya Sastra 

21. Ganita Sastra 

22. Sankhya Sastra etc. 


Each volume shall contain descriptive catalogues of 200 to 300 
manuscripts, so that the six Volumes may cover the total number of 
manuscripts in Telugu. 

During the current year, the first two are being published. The 
remaining volumes will be published in due course. 

VII Norms of drafting the descriptive catalogue 

The purpose of drafting the discriptive catelogue to a manuscript 
is to furnish to the reader the particulars of the work in a nutshell 
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so as to enable him to form a clear idea even without consulting the 
original mauuscript. Unlike printed copies, manuscripts are available 
only at very rare places. To locate them is also a hazardous task. 
Manuscripts Libraries are oniy handful in any state. Under these 
circumstances, the descriptive catalogues alone are helpful to the 
readers of research interest. 

Most of the Manuscript Libraries have ordinary catalogues and 
classified indexes. Dr. A.C. Burnell'* SI A Classified Index to the 
Sanskrit Manuscripts in the palace at Tanjore” mas published for 
Madras Government, a century ago, in the year 1880. L.D. Barnett’s 
“A catalogue of the Telugu books in the Library of the British 
Museum, London” was published in 1912. 


But a full fledged Descriptive catalogue of Telugu Manuscripts 
in the Government Oriental Manure riots Library, Madras was pre- 
pared in 1935 by Sri M. Rangacharya and Sri S. Kuppu Swami Sastri, 
Professors of Sanskrit and curators of Govern r^v. Oriental Manu- 
scripts Library, under orders of Government of Madias, 

Later, in 1933, ‘A Descriptive catalogue of Telugu Manuscripts 
in the Tanjore Maharaja Serfojis Saraswati Mahal Library was 
brought out by the Andhra University in their -Series No. 11, under 
the editorship of Professor P.P.S. Sastri, to whom the cataloguing of 
Tanjore Manuscripts was said to be a work of love. 

Sri Veturi Prabhakara Sastri, the Veteran Telugu scholar-poet 
who worked in the Government Oriental Manuscripts Library, Madras 
for almost three decades, made a personal note that he prepared 
20 volumes of Descriptive Catalogues for the Government Oriental 
Manuscripts Library, Madras under the perusal of Professor Kuppu 
Swami Sastri* 


♦Manimanjari, a Research Journal published by Sri Prabhakara 
Parisodhaka Mandali, Hyderabad VoL I, Issue no. 2, August, 1981 
Page 105. 
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The norms followed in these Descriptive Catalogues are exem- 
plary and give a clear picture of the Manuscript with the following 
particulars of description. 


1) The substance (such as palmleaf /paper) 2) The size 3) the 
pages 4) the lines on a page 5) Mode of writing 6) Condition and 
appearance 7) Whether complete or incomplete 8) the begining of 
the work 9 } the end ill) Any additional information about the work 
•and the author. 


One important aspect in publishing these descriptive catalogues 
was that while giving the extracts from the original manuscript the 
text was duly edited with necessary corrections in the script so that 
the present day reader may not find it difficult to make out the mean- 
ing. Necessary care was also taken that the original text was not 
tampered or meddled with. 


This aspect of the descriptive catologue has been borne in mind 
while approving the final draft of the present volume. 

In fact, the original draft of these catalogues was prepared by 
the pandits of this department some eight or nine years ago. Subse- 
quently from time to time, they required to be redrafted with nece- 
ssary corrections and the final draft is the present form printed in 
this volume. 

W hile evolving norms for the final drafts, the following catalo- 
gues also have been consulted in addition to those of Madras and 
Tanjore Libraries. 



1) Government Collection of Manuscripts, Bhandarkar Oriental 
Research Institute-Compiled By Sri Parashuram Krishna Gode, 
Curator of Bhandarkar Oriental Research Institute, Poona, 1942. 

2) Catalogue of Sanskrit and Pakrit Manuscripts of Muniraja Sri 
Punyavijayaji, edited by Pandit Ambalal P.Shah, Chief Manu- 
scripts Assistant, L.D. Institute of Indology, Ahmedabad. 1963. 

In some of the catalogues the description is found to be brief and in 
the case of Manuscripts with more than one copy, the description of 
the complete copy is given in full, while the remaining and incomplete 

copies are discribed briefly. This method helped the catalogues to be 
very precise and the volume could accommodate description for more 
number of manuscripts than the number originally planned. 

The present volume of Kavyas i.e. Volume I contains description 
of 209 manuscripts, covering 62 titles with available copies. 

In the appendies to the catalogues, the following particulars are 
furnished. 

1) Index of authors. 

2) Name of the Scribe and his father, if available. 

3) Date of the manuscript. 

4) Page reference in this volume. 

5) Accession Number of the manuscript. 



XIII 


Good will and Gratitute 

The following staff members to whom this work has been entrus- 
ted have done it, with all sincerity. 

1) Sri K. Vittal Redpy, Research Officer - 

(Assistance In compilation) 

2. Sri K.S. Satyanarayana, Pandit in Telugu 

(Cataloguing of the muscriptsan) 

3. Sri S. Radhakrishna Sastry, -do- ( -do- ) 

4. Sint.Y. Vatsala, -do- ( -do- ) 

5. Smt.K, Indira, Supervisor Grade II 

(Physical verification ol the manuscripts). 

I convey my best wishes to them. 

‘Vangmayamahadhyaksha’ Dr.? Vadlamudi Gopalakrishnaih, ‘Kala 
Prapoorna', former director of this dept, (from Jan 75 to Feb 79) 
deserves congratulations fur all the developmental activity that took 
place during that period in this department. The activity included 
plans for publishing the descriptive catalogues also. 

Of all the activities of the department, the crash programme of 
publications goes a long way as it will be useful for future generations 
also. Since the Govt, presses could not make themselves available for 
printing these departmental publications, we are now constrained to 
print them in private presses under orders of the Government. 

In this regard, my thanks are due to the Director of Andhra Pra- 
desh Text Book Press for helping this department in scrutinizing and 
finalizing the quotations received from several private printers for 
printiog the departmental publications regularly. 
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The Government of Andhra Pradesh are deeply interested in pub- 
lishing the rare and unpublished Manuscripts which highlight our cul- 
ture and heritage. Keeping this aspect in view the Oriental Manu- 
scripts Library and Research Institute has been bringing out number 
of publications every year. The present volume is the 23rd of the 
Series of departmental publications. 

I owe my humble thanks to the Government of Andhra Pradesh 
for their kind help in the noble endeavours of the department. 


Hyderabad-I V.V.L. Narasimha Rao. 

February. 1986 Director, 

A.P. G. O.M.L. & R. I. 
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